Why I Love Smoking (p. 9)


Identify two different methods of development in Knelman’s essay and comment on its effectiveness.

	Method
	Comparison and Contrast (p. 12-13)

	Example 
	When discussing the different anti-smoking techniques available to the narrator (Zyban, Cold Turkey, Champix, the patch



	Effectiveness
	To reinforce the difficulty in quitting and the accompanying miserable side-effects




	Method
	
Comparison and Contrast (p. 10-11)



	Example
	When speaking to the dentist to emphasize his concerns over potentially having cancer (along with the professional’s opinion) and then upon leaving the office, immediately smking a cigarette “the minute (he) was out of her office”

	Effectiveness
	To highlight the addictive nature of smoking. To note to the audience that while he wants to quit, the addictive nature of the nicotine causes the smoke to “curl lovingly around (his) fresh, white teeth”


	Method
	Example and Illustration

	Example
	When he notes his attempts to quit using the patch and then has hallucinations in his dreams, followed by his need to have a cigarette to relax.

	Effectiveness
	To demonstrate to the audience his attempt to quit, it’s failure, to help further reinforce the somber, serious tone of this essay while having an undertone of comic relief “I emailed a few of the friends I’d killed in my dream, just to say hi” to humanize his experience for us.


	Method
	Example and Illustration (p. 13)

	Example
	One in five Canadians smoke. The rate is higher for youths. There’s a two to three percent success rate if you try to quit spontaneously.

	Effectiveness
	Gives us quantitative, reliable data that illustrates the addictive nature of smoking, and that youths (which are the target audience) are very susceptible to it.


	Method
	Cause and Effect (p. 12)

	Example
	When you smoke, it takes only about fifteen seconds for the dopamine to hit your brain. It’s a very physical addiction.

	Effectiveness
	To show the relationship between smoking and addiction. To help convey how quickly addiction can take effect


	Method
	Cause and Effect

	Example
	Me? I get up and brush my teeth every morning, waiting for the bump to appear on the tip of my tongue

	Effectiveness
	The concluding statement. Closes by return. Reinforces to the audience the finality of smoking. The narrator has seemingly given up on quitting and is resigned to his fate of ominously waiting for signs of cancer in his body from his addiction.


	Method
	Narration

	Example
	When he refers to his first smoking experience. Innocently behind a hockey arena with a charming boy with “sparkling eyes” and “the face of an angel”

	Effectiveness
	Helps to convey how innocently his addiction began. He trusted the boy, the smoke “slithered” down his throat. It didn’t feel good. Yet over the coming weeks he became addicted which has led him to the worrisome and ominous life he now leads each day.


	Method
	Classification and Division

	Example
	The different specialists and strategies he undertook to attempt to quit: dentist, cold turkey, the Alan Carr book, ear throat nose specialist

	Effectiveness
	Helps to convey/demonstrate how many different avenues he attempted to quit. But also to note he has not been successful


	Method
	Description

	Example
	When recounting his experience with the nose throat ear specialist “It kept sliding down, down, further down my throat…it disappear(ed) inside me. I could feel it, like a big piece of food stuck”

	Effectiveness
	Shows the uncomfortable nature of the procedure which is coupled with his concerns to see such a specialist to begin with (because of his sore throat and fears of cancer). 


What is the tone of the essay? Use two specific references to support
List three types of evidence the writer uses in this essay and provide the quotations to support
	Types of Evidence
	Tone

	Facts: Side effects of Zyban: shakiness, sleep distruption, altered taste, headaches….

Facts: Smoke long enough and you’ll probably experience a cookie-cutter death in a cancer ward.
	Choices: Ominous, Foreboding, Serious, Somber, Resigned, Regretful, Reflective



	Statistics: One in five Canadians smoke; There’s a two to three percent success rate if you try to quit spontaneously; at least seventy-five percent of smokers try to quit; fifteen percent are successful
	The examples and effectiveness would depend on which tone you selected. You could highlight diction: “the smoke slithered; curled lovingly around his fresh, white teeth”

	Authority Figures: the dentist, Alan Carr, the ear throat nose specialist, Josh Knelman (in THIS case) about the topic of smoking and the inherent difficulties of quitting
	You could highlight ominous discussions with authorities: “Keep smoking, and you will get throat cancer”; Smoking is more addictive than cocaine or heroin; “…there’s a bump on your tongue. Bumps are an indication of cancer”


