Typical Poetry Questions (from previous tests, exams, and publics)
· Provide a more effective title for this poem. Support using two (2) examples. 
(6)
     






· Explain the effectiveness of the following quotation: “…………….. “ 

 (6 )
· What do you think is a theme for this poem? Support using TWO examples from the text. (6) 

·  What is the poet’s message to the readers in this poem? Provide two details that support your understanding. (6)

· What is the literal meaning of this poem? Provide TWO supports. (6)
· Explain the shift in mood that occurs in the final “x” lines of the poem. (6%)
· What mood is created in this poem?  In your answer, make TWO specific references. (6)

· With two references to the text, explain how repetition is used effectively in the poem. (6)

· How is imagery used effectively in this poem? Provide ONE support to show this (4)

*Note on the above two questions that a test/exam/public could interchangeably put a number of literary devices here. Diction, symbol, metaphor, etc…
  - Identify two examples of figurative language from stanzas 1, 2, or 3 (could ask for different stanzas)   and explain how each is used effectively in the poem. (6)

- Explain the theme of “insert poem here” and give two examples of diction that effectively develops this theme. (6)

- Show how the author’s tone changes throughout the poem. Support your answer with two specific references to the poem. (6) 

- Using two references from the poem, explain how the poet uses symbolism to develop his message. (6)

- The speaker of this poem expresses internal conflict.  Identify and explain two specific examples. (6)

· Nearly all the questions above expect that the writer has an understanding of their literary terms and that you can then apply the device to show its effectiveness in the poem. How does the device enhance/make more noticeable/improve whatever is being asked? 

· We will be applying these questions to the poems we will study in this unit. Some will be class discussions, others will be attempted in class. In preparation of your public exam, you should attempt in some form all questions (jot notes of key ideas are fine). 
