The Enchanted Forest Questions:

1. Identify TWO examples of emphasis and comment on its effectiveness.

2. Identify TWO examples of unity and comment on its effectiveness.

3. What do you believe is the tone of this essay? Defend your position with ONE specific reference.

4. How does the offer effectively use description to effectively persuade his audience?

The Enchanted Forest:
5. 
One of the key elements of a well-written essay includes the essayist’s ability to create unity throughout their piece. In the persuasive essay “The Enchanted Forest”, Bill Reid uses the techniques of closing by return and repetition of key ideas in order to effectively support his thesis that we need to protect against the “technological assault” of today’s rapidly advancing world, and gratefully appreciate the gifts that nature “affords to human life”. Reid begins his essay with an excerpt from Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby. He uses this allusion to Fitzgerald’s novel in order to show how the beauty and grand wonder that was once a reality for Long Island, NY before it’s natural beauty was destroyed in the name of urbanization, is actually still a reality on the islands known as the Southern Queen Charlottes, though it is threatened with the same fate. Throughout his essay, Reid argues that we need to preserve such beauty through techniques such as “sustained yield in tree farming” so that our “great-great-grandchildren may enjoy seeing some big trees in mature forests” while maintaining the balance needed for continued human advancement. Reid is significantly preoccupied with the notion that the “five-hundred-year-old trees” of the Southern Queen Charlottes must be protected so that, there will still be the opportunity for future generations to witness the “ ‘last and greatest of human dreams’ [as they] find their way” to these wonderful islands, to witness nature that still “exists unspoiled”. This reiteration of the phrasing used in the reference to The Great Gatsby, allows the audience to once more reflect upon his thesis that we should protect the environment; if only to “save something commensurate to our capacity for wonder.” 

To add to his thesis, Reid consistently creates the recurring image of the forests of the Southern Queen Charlottes as one that is majestic, formidable, and ancient in order to show the value of preserving its enchanted “wonders”. He states that the “austere, remote beauty of the islands themselves” have provided him with both a “spiritual and occasionally [an] actual home”, and through his description of their imposing presence as both “straight and tall” while others are “twisted into incredible baroque shapes” the audience is able to gain an appreciation for its “aesthetic values – that is, the nurture it affords to human life”. This is why the audience must be persuaded to protect these beautiful and ancient areas from being completely destroyed by the “marked advance of” loggers, or any other threat that comes its way. 
6. 
In the essay “The Enchanted Forest” written by Bill Reid, the tone that comes across through the writing of the piece is one of great concern over the protection of the Southern Queen Charlottes. Reid expresses this concern through the use of figurative language in paragraph 11 by stating that , “At this moment, what is happening on the poor old Charlottes resembles a desperate attempt to loot a treasure house before the owners – you and I – realize what is going on and take measures to stop it.” He compels the audience to take action against such destruction of the grand wonder of these ancient forests. He is afraid that “nothing will remain of the grand old forests but stumps”. This daunting image moves Reid to try and persuade the audience to protect these great forests from this impending travesty. 
7. 
Bill Reid, in his essay “The Enchanted Forest”, creates a dominant impression of the forest as possessing both an ancient grandeur and an undeniable vulnerability at the same time. Reid uses incredible description creating visual imagery when he suggests that the “great old spruces, hemlocks and cedars, some straight and tall, some twisted into incredible baroque shapes” do not create a “gloomy place at all”. Quite the contrary, these forests are all the more enchanting as they provide the audience an arena where they can experience the “‘capacity for wonder’” that only such a majestic place can provide. However, it is undeniable that such places can only remain as such if they are protected from having their “grand old forests [reduced to] stumps” by the “rapid advance of loggers”. This vulnerability must be addressed so that  the “desperate attempt to loot [this precious]treasure house” is prevented. 
