The Research Question ELA 3201

Writing a proper research question requires:

a) A good knowledge of the topic you are interested in researching

b) To have read a variety of articles to develop your understanding

c) To carefully think and plan how your paper will develop

d) To avoid yes/no topics, topics that cannot be proven, and topics that are either too large or narrow for the scope of the assignment you’re doing. In this case – an 800 word paper.

Research Topic: Daily Life in Shakespeare’s London
Inappropriate Question: How is life in Shakespeare’s London different from today? 
Inappropriate Research Question: Why today is better than England when Shakespeare was alive? (or the reverse)
Inappropriate Research Question: What are some things about Shakespeare’s London that I did not know?

Inappropriate Research Question: Did William Shakespeare live in London during the 17th century?

Inappropriate Research Question: Were living conditions bad in Shakespeare’s London?

Proper Research Question: What were the cultures and customs of London in the 17th century?

Proper Research Question: What did Londoners believe regarding events and circumstances they could not readily explain (such as disease, the gods, natural disasters, death, etc…)?
Remember….this is NOT a persuasive essay. You are writing an informative research paper with an argumentative (evidence, logical research and conclusions) voice. Your task is to research and read the work of others and come to your own conclusions RATHER than to attempt and prove something or convince the reader (me) of something. 

Before you get your topic approved….you must create a coherent, realistic research question. It is only then that you can being to write a quality paper and not get “side-tracked” with unnecessary information. If you skip this step, it is reasonable to expect difficulty in writing a piece of research that reflects what you have learned.
Research Question Outline
	Research Topic:




	Research Question -- what specifically about your topic do you want to:

a) Learn more about

b) Are interested in researching

c) Is specific enough to focus on

d) Is not so specific you cannot find research online

Proposed Research Question: 




	Can you find at least TWO different sources (i.e. google, google scholar, newspaper, encyclopedia, book, eBook, online newspaper, magazine, etc…). Ensure your topic is available through more than one source outlet.


