Practice Test:       High Flight -- by John Gillespie Magee, Jr.
Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds, — and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of — wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there,
I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung
My eager craft through footless halls of air. . . .

Up, up the long, delirious burning blue
I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark, or ever eagle flew —
And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. What kind of poem is this?

a. Ballad

b. Free Verse

c. Ode

d. Sonnet

2. In line 2, the words “danced” “skies” “silvered” and “wings” are linked by:

a. Alliteration

b. Assonance

c. Consonance

d. Rhyme
3.  In line 1, the word “surly” means:

a. Certain

b. Fastened

c. Rude

d. Smothering

 4. In line 6, the poet uses an apostrophe in the word “hov’ring” because:

a. It informs us that hovring is not a real word

b. It is casual

c. It replaces missing letters

d. It shows ownership of the ring

5.  The chief poetic device used to describe the wind in line 7 is:

a. Allusion

b. Juxtaposition

c. Parallelism

d. Personification

6.  The use of the ellipsis at the end of line 8 reflects:

a. A pause

b. A quotation within a quotation

c. An incomplete thought

d. Missing words

7. The point of view of this poem is:

a. First-person

b. Second-person

c. Third-person limited

d. Third-person omniscient

8. The title of the poem employs:

a. Assonance

b. Cacophony

c. Denotation

d. Metaphor

9.  The connotation of the word “lark” in line 11 is:

a. Airplane

b. Bird

c. Carefree 

d. Inviting

10. With specific examples, explain the effectiveness of the imagery of this poem. (6%)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Explain the shift in mood that occurs in the final three lines of the poem. (6%)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

