Macbeth Questions – ELA 3201 (1) and (4)
Overall observations of difficulties from 2014
· Students did not select appropriate (or the best…or ANY) quotes.  Not all quotes are created equal! And not all quotes will necessarily support the points you want to make. Good quote selection is a skill that needs to be practiced.

· Some were unsure how to write on significance/effectiveness (or did not attempt it at all). This was the largest issue and what will need the greatest attention. When discussing significance or effectiveness you MUST, each and every time, in your writing, address the following:

A) Why it was used

B) Why it is important to the context of what we’re reading

C) What it teaches us about character, theme, conflict, atmosphere, plot, etc…in other words what is it helping to develop

· Some provided literal translations of quotes rather than analyzing them for significance. It may “seem” like you’ve said a lot, but if you provide a big long quote then simply translate it all (even if this takes multiple lines and effort to do so) you’re still not answering the question. Be sure you know what is expected of you.
· Some students used a limited vocabulary that did not enhance their message. This often seems to show a lack of effort in revising in your work.
· Integrating quotes should be fluid -- almost build them into your sentences. Quotes should not start a sentence or paragraph and should not be integrated with wordy sentences such as: “A great example of a quote is when it says…” (or similar type of introduction).
Below you will find ONE model response that a student in 3201 created last year. Note the way it is written, the attention to word choice, meaningful punctuation, and sentence structure, and how this student effectively communicated not only what the question askws, but also the significance of the event/character/ decision/etc...
Model Student Answer to Question #3 

The sergeant reports back to the king after the battle is won, telling of Macbeth’s heroic actions and the resulting exhaustion of his enemies. While the rebels stand “as two spent swimmers that do cling together and choke their art”,  Macbeth dominates the attack “with his brandished steel, which smoked with bloody execution”. Macbeth fights tirelessly, his sword attacking as fast as fire. The Norwegian army, in contrast, has fallen victim to this; they fail and seem to be “drowning” in the opposition’s assault. This metaphor provides an exaggerated (and as a result, effective) contrast between the rebel’s desperate attempt to stay afloat – alive – and Macbeth’s ceaseless slaughter. Later, the sergeant describes the Norwegian’s persistence, as they replaced their men and their arms to begin “a fresh assault”. Again, they are no match for Macbeth’s army of Scots, who “doubly redoubled strokes upon the foe…they meant to bathe in reeking wounds”. The injuries to the rebels are so numerous and extensive it’s as if the Scots and Macbeth specifically were bathing in them. Recalling the earlier imagery of the opposing army drowning in the attack, the reader can clearly identify the contrast – one side choking on imminent death, the other bathing in glorious murder. The comparison leaves no room for doubt as to whether Macbeth and his army are strong, loyal, and fierce warriors, and it thus contributes to the understanding of his character. 
