English 2201 Poetry Worksheet
Name: ________________________
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Kite in the Wind

by Raymond Souster

Young boy with your kite

high up and sailing with the wind

a huge bird now diving, twisting as the breeze

toys and frolics with it, driving it higher and higher

toward the sun one moment, then as suddenly

pitching it, plunging it earthward,

so close to scraping, lancing the trees,

before that wind laughs,

drives it sleek and skyward again:

watch closely this vibrant, coloured snake

trapped on the end of your wrist,

which you fly these untroubled afternoons

in the golden morning of your life.
Some day when you’re much older you’ll remember

such a kite in the wind – as you recall that life

since toyed with, dashed about by the world –

first it was that rocket ride

shooting towards the stars on passion, huge happiness,

then despair’s sudden bottomless air-pocket,

failure’s almost heart-stopping stall,

the dark drive through earth’s blackest hours . . .

Some day, yes, you may remember this,

but today, thank God, there’s only the wind,

the sun high and far above the leaves,

your kite at the end of its cord

twisting, leaping through the playtime air

1. The flight of the kite is a symbol representing life. The poet uses several metaphors to develop this symbol. Identify and explain TWO such examples of metaphor. 

(6 Marks)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Identify any notable literary devices in the following excerpt and explain why they are effective in the poem.







(6 Marks)
            first it was that rocket ride

           shooting towards the stars on passion, huge happiness,

           then despair’s sudden bottomless air-pocket,

           failure’s almost heart-stopping stall,

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Piano Lesson 
by Jan Schreiber 

His mother had the talent, and she knew 
a child who reaches twelve and cannot play 
with sureness, grace and speed should not pursue 
musician’s dreams his fingers will betray. 

One night he heard his parents’ muffled voices 
in counterpoint when practice time was done. 
Next day their sentence came disguised as choices: 
“You needn’’t work so hard –– just play for fun.” 

It was not quite the shutting of a door 
in that his hands already understood: 
the option had been sealed off years before 
or never had existed. Still he could 

have told them something, were they tuned to words. 
Instead he struck the keys with furious chords.
3. State the theme of this poem in your own words. Include two references to support this theme.









(3 Marks)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



