1. In the personal anecdote “Fish Cheeks” by Amy Tan, the character of Amy is absolutely humiliated by her family and her culture as a whole. When she speaks of her Chinese culture she is ashamed of her “noisy Chinese relatives who lacked proper manners”, who ate revolting meals that included “fish cheeks”. When it comes to American culture though, Amy is envious. She idealizes what it means to be American, and this is evidenced by the fact that she wants a “mini-skirt” and a “slim new American nose for Christmas. These things would allow her to reject her own culture, but at the same time she would be rejecting part of herself. 
2.  One time when I felt that I was hiding my authentic self was when I was in high school. I happened to make friends with a girl I had gone up through school with, but never really had gotten to know. We bonded over an incident that happened in chemistry class with a substitute making a royal mess of our chemistry experiment, and we didn’t look back. We remained friends for a few years, but what I was noticing was that I was different when I was around her. She was so negative about life and her future, that I found myself becoming more cynical and judgmental of myself and others around me. When I would try to be optimistic around her, she would simply mock me, and I quickly learned to bite my tongue and not speak out. It came to the point though that I had to do something, I had to make a change. I confronted her at a party one night, when she tried to make me responsible for her mistakes over making out with a guy who was not her boyfriend. I was tired of her negativity, and I told her so. I told her how she made me feel, and how I had allowed her to change me in ways that I didn’t admire in myself. That night I cut off all contact with this girl, and I started to come back to myself. I began to look forward to my university education, prospects of dating, and potential careers. As a result of this encounter, I learned not to hide who I am in order to please others because the only person who suffers is you. 
3. Amy’s motivations:
 
- Trying to impress Rob

- Embarrassed

- Fit in with American culture

Sharon’s motivations:
· Fit in – looks

· Wants to feel empowered and confident

· Mother supports the surgery

Reba’s motivations:

· Wanted to get in touch with her Spanish heritage

· She wanted to feel closer to her grandmother

4. The personal anecdote “Fish Cheeks” by Amy Tan is written in first person.  This point of view is effective because it allows the audience to connect to her personal emotions that are stimulated by her embarrassment over her culture. By allowing the audience to relate to the narrator, the audience develops sympathy and/or empathy for the character and her experience. 
5.  Phenomenal Woman

- she is confident – true beauty comes from embracing one’s true identity

Fish Cheeks

· Self acceptance is essential in order to gain acceptance from others

· “Your only shame is to have shame”

· Change  / identity/ embarrassment 

Western Eyes

· Self acceptance is essential in order to gain acceptance from others

· “Your only shame is to have shame”

· Change  / identity/ embarrassment 

