Essay Sample #1

The leap from high school to college is a large one. Many students enter post-secondary education expecting the experience to be the same as the one they had while at secondary school. These students are wrong to make this assumption, and they very quickly realize just how different college is. College costs more, presents more academic challenges, and offers a more social environment than high school.

First, in terms of cost, college is more expensive than high school because of tuition, living expenses, and books. Anyone who wishes to attend college must pay fees, whereas it is free to attend high school. College tuition can start at roughly $1,500 per term and can wind up costing as much as $2,000. The government funds high schools, so high school students do not have to pay for their education. In addition to tuition, college students must also worry about the residence or rental costs for living close to the college’s campus. In Toronto, rental costs for a basement apartment can range from $400 to $600 per month (not including utilities), and residence fees at most colleges work out to roughly $2,000 per term. In contrast, high school students have no living expenses because the majority of high school students live at home with their parents for free. College is also more expensive than high school when it comes to the cost of learning materials, such as textbooks. In college, students must buy textbooks for each course they take. These books are not cheap, and they often wind up costing students several hundreds of dollars once students have purchased the books for all their classes. High school students never have to worry about buying their textbooks because high schools always keep a set of books, which students use and then return at the end of the year. Not only do college students have to pay more money than high school students for their education, the college students also have much more work to do once their bills have been paid.

Second, the workload in college is more challenging than the workload in high school. College students are faced with the task of having to complete an average of three to five assignments per week, whereas high school students average only one to three assignments per week. There are more assignments in college, and they are also more challenging and can take up to eight hours to complete successfully. In contrast, high school students do not have to commit as much time and effort to their assignments and can often finish all of their homework in the same amount of time it takes a college student to complete a single assignment. In addition to the extra time that college students put into their work, students experience extra pressure because their final grades are based on each assignment. In high school, however, an assignment is worth only 5% to 20% of a student’s final grade. In college, an assignment is worth 25% or as much as 50% of a student’s final grade. College students are consistently placed under more academic pressure than high school students.

Third, in college, there are more activities, sports, and clubs for students to participate in than in high school. College students have both the benefits of being able to join varsity sports teams as well as being able to use any athletic facilities the college has to offer, such as gyms, pools, and weight rooms. In contrast, most high schools often offer non-varsity sports teams, but very few high schools boast athletic facilities similar to those of a college. Colleges also host social events that are unavailable in high schools. Examples of these events are orientation week and pub nights. Furthermore, colleges offer more clubs than high schools do. High schools may have some clubs or groups that students can join; however, because high schools are smaller with fewer students, the variety of clubs is limited.  Colleges  are guaranteed to have a club for everyone because the population base is so large. Athletic facilities, social events, clubs and special interest groups show the college environment to be much more social than the high school environment.
On the basis of financial, academic, and social aspects, college is more costly, more academically challenging, and more socially stimulating than high school. These differences need to be taken into account by those students who are entering college from high school. If new post-secondary students are conscious of these differences, they will be more adequately prepared for the challenges that college can present.

Essay Type: _________________________________________________________

Writing Style: _____________________________________________________

Method of Development: _____________________________________________

Essay Sample #2

As a lifelong crabber (that is, one who catches crabs, not a chronic complainer), I can tell you that anyone who has patience and a great love for the river is qualified to join the ranks of crabbers. However, if you want your first crabbing experience to be a successful one, you must come prepared.

First, you need a boat, but not just any boat. I recommend a 15-foot-long fiberglass boat complete with a 25-horsepower motor, extra gas in a steel can, two 13-foot-long wooden oars, two steel anchors, and enough cushions for the entire party. You will also need scoops, crab lines, a sturdy crate, and bait. Each crab line, made from heavy-duty string, is attached to a weight, and around each weight is tied the bait--a slimy, smelly, and utterly grotesque chicken neck.

Now, once the tide is low, you are ready to begin crabbing. Drop your lines overboard, but not before you have tied them securely to the boat rail. Because crabs are sensitive to sudden movements, the lines must be slowly lifted until the chicken necks are visible just below the surface of the water. If you spy a crab nibbling the bait, snatch him up with a quick sweep of your scoop. The crab will be furious, snapping its claws and bubbling at the mouth. Drop the crab into the wooden crate before it has a chance to get revenge. You should leave the crabs brooding in the crate as you make your way home.

Back in your kitchen, you will boil the crabs in a large pot until they turn a healthy shade of orange. Just remember to keep the crab pot covered. Finally, spread newspapers over the kitchen table, deposit the boiled crabs on the newspaper, and enjoy the most delicious meal of your life.
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Essay Sample #3

In general, games played at home provide a wholesome activity for the entire family. Many people find that the time spent playing games at home contributes to feelings of closeness among family members, thus giving them time to relax together and promote familial ties. Three types of games played at home that have remained popular over the years are card games, board games, and outdoor or backyard games.

Card games have remained popular in many homes. Bridge, canasta, rummy and whist are only a few of the hundreds of games that can be played with an ordinary deck of cards. The popular movie star Omar Sharif has given bridge popular advertisement in his latest book and on nationally syndicated talk shows.  This positive endorsement of the game has brought attention to the fever pitch. Canasta and rummy have always been considered staples of the card-playing crowd, particularly in the northern climates where people are indoors during the winter months. These card games provide a healthy way to spend leisure time together, and the popularity of these games has not diminished over the years.

Board games have also been very popular with the typical Canadian family. Monopoly, Clue, Chinese checkers, checkers, chess, and newer games like Trivial Pursuit are but a few of the board games currently on the market. Clue has been so successful as a board game that it has been made into a video game. Monopoly is the true Canadian standard board game. What family does not have one somewhere in a drawer or closet? Its premise lies at the heart of every Canadian — to become successful and earn enough money to be happy. It is the ultimate success game. Trivial Pursuit, a newcomer to the board game market, has become very popular with the young urban professionals who play it at parties and weekend get-togethers. There have even been spin-offs of the trivia game like Bible Trivia, Movie Trivia, and the like. Yes, board games certainly have always been popular in Canada, and it appears that this style of home entertainment is still a family favorite.

Outdoor or backyard games round out the list of home games that have remained popular over the years. Touch football and baseball or softball are played in almost every vacant lot or large backyard in the country. Most homes inhabited by children have a basketball hoop somewhere on the premises. These games not only appeal to family togetherness, but also appeal to those who are concerned about physical well-being since these physical activities promote the concept of fitness.

These games promote healthy competition among friends and family members, provide a healthy release of frustrations, and aid in understanding sportsmanship. Many younger players learn to win--and lose--graciously while older players are reminded that how the game is played is the most important thing to consider. Home entertainment has remained popular for many years, and it appears that games that can be played at home will continue to remain popular for a long time to come.
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Sample Essay #4

For many people, driving a vehicle is an everyday activity. People rely on their cars to get to work, school, and other important places. However, driving can be dangerous, and although weather conditions and car malfunctions can contribute to accidents, the behaviour of drivers is most often the cause of accidents. The three main causes of car accidents are poorly trained drivers, distracted drivers, and impaired drivers. Dangerous driving conditions must stop. 

One  cause  of  car  accidents  is  poorly  trained  drivers.  Drivers   who  don’t  follow  the  rules  of  the road can be putting themselves and others at risk. For example, drivers who exceed the speed limit will have a more difficult time stopping or turning if something, such as an animal, crosses their path. In addition, there are road signs that drivers need to recognize, understand, and obey. Other drivers cannot tell how people who do not obey road signs will drive, and this unpredictability can lead to accidents. Finally, not checking blind spots and not being aware of one’s  surroundings  can  result  in  a  collision. A  driver  who  is  not  aware  of  what  is  around  his  or  her vehicle may crash into other cars or objects, not realizing they are there. For these reasons, poorly trained drivers can cause accidents.

Distracted drivers are another cause of car accidents. Driving is a task that requires the driver’s   full   attention, so   performing   other tasks while driving can lead to an accident. For example, people who talk on their cell phone while driving are limiting their abilities, since talking on a cell phone often requires the use of one hand and takes some concentration. Cell phones are not the only distraction; drivers will often work on laptops, put on makeup, and do other activities. If a driver is doing these things, he or she is not focused on the road. The driver then may, for example, not notice if a car has stopped in front of him or her and collide with that car. Drivers should wait until they have reached their destination to perform other tasks, as such activities often lead to accidents.

A final cause of car accidents is impaired drivers. Drinking and driving is something that is obviously dangerous.  A driver’s ability   to drive a car is  seriously   lessened  when  he  or  she  is under the influence of alcohol, and many accidents have been caused by people who were drunk driving. Driving while under the influence of drugs is also dangerous. Often illegal drugs impair a driver as much as alcohol. For example, drugs such as LSD can cause visual hallucinations. Even legal drugs, like medications, should be used with caution if the user is going to be driving. Some of these drugs can make   the  user  drowsy,  and  this  state  will  slow  the  driver’s  reaction  time  to  things  happening.  All of these influences can certainly lead to car accidents.

Driving is difficult, and drivers  have  a  responsibility to  drive  with  great  care  and attention. An inability to do so can result in a car accident. And that accident could take the life of an innocent bystander, maybe even someone you love. As long as these types of drivers remain on the road, accidents will happen.
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Sample Essay #5

When entering the door at Lou’s, two things are immediately noticeable: the place is rarely empty and seems to consist of a maze of rooms. The first room, through the door, is the main part of the restaurant. There is another, rarely used, dining room off to the right. It was added during the oil well boom of the seventies. Through the main dining room is yet another room; it guards the door leading into the kitchen. This room contains the most coveted table in the place. The highest tribute Lou can bestow on anyone is to allow them access to seats at this table. This table is the family table; it is reserved for Lou’s, and her daughter Karen’s, immediate family and treasured friends.
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Essay Sample #6
The rain had stopped, suddenly and finally, as I ventured out with my umbrella. The smell of the earth lingered in the air, not the smell of squalid mud, but that of newly washed earth. From the forest, came the delightful sound of chirping birds as they celebrated the end of the vile storm.

Standing on the edge of the forest, I could see that the trees were dripping droplets of rain onto the clean, fresh grass which seemed to look a little greener because of the rain. The cool water from the trees splashed onto my umbrella, more like spray from a hose than anything else. Tilting my umbrella backwards, I looked up, opening my mouth to taste the cleanness of fresh rain.

I entered further into the now quiet woods wondering where the leaves held all the raindrops that had streamed down in seemingly endless supply. The sun, breaking through the clouds, seemed somehow to be shining more brightly than I had ever seen it, almost as if it were relieved to see the water being unleashed upon the earth. One little pine tree, no bigger than (half a meter) tall, looked a little battered, as though it had been trampled by a large animal. Its needles were broken and a few branches were cracked off. Water from the taller, more superior trees had fallen on it…making it look soggy and drenched rather than fresh and clean.


Deep inside the forest, the water from the branches began to flick into my face and the wet, sticky pine needles clung to my clothing. Yet it did not matter because the beauty of the forest, after the wind and the rain had stopped, filled my head with happiness and the joyous feelings of spring filled my nose, ears, and my eyes. Even my tactile sense seemed alive for the first time in my life. It was wonderful. 


The circular path led me back to my starting point, and I began to sing. My voice, at first, was loud and low, but as I walked I got louder and louder trying, at the same time, not to destroy the sense of harmony surrounding me. I withdrew my umbrella, using it as a sword to fend off evil monsters. I kicked a tree, gently, and waited for the expected downpour of raindrops that were hiding in its leaves. My hand reached out and pulled several leaves from a branch. I caressed them, smelling the fresh aroma of greenery, as rain trickled down my neck, sending goose bumps over my entire body.


There is a no feeling so wonderful, no smell so exuberant, no sight so exhilarating as that of a newborn forest in spring. As I exited from the forest of emerald green, I know that I would never feel alone again. 
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Essay Sample #7
 
 There are many types of friendship, but a true friendship that stands the test of time requires patience, sacrifice, and shared experiences. Friends must be patient with each other. Even though friends may be alike in many ways, they will be different in other ways. 

For instance, if you are a fast eater, but your friend is a slow eater, you may have to wait for him or her to finish eating if you go out to a restaurant. You might also have to compromise on the air temperature or the music level if you and your friend go on a road trip. Friends must also sacrifice for each other. If you want to go to the Marilyn Manson concert, but your friend is having his or her birthday party at Chuck E. Cheese’s at the same time, at times you need to make personal sacrifices and go to the party. If you make a lame excuse to get out of the birthday party, you’re really not a good friend. Besides, Marilyn Manson is pretty passé now. 

Friends rely on shared experiences to bond them together and give them things to talk about later in life. To illustrate this, my friends and I still laugh about the time we decided to climb Mt. Washington at nine o’clock at night and luckily only made it one-quarter of the way up before camping. If we had gone any higher we might have frozen to death! Shared experiences like this, as well as patience and sacrifice, make friendships what they are.
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Essay Sample #8

It seems like every little girl dreams of becoming a model. They want to be thin and pretty like the models they see on television and in magazines. Often the desire becomes an obsession and young girls see “thinness” as being a needed characteristic. For most girls, the teenage years are spent trying to acquire this look. Females are trying diets and are exercising like it is a competition to see who can lose the most weight the quickest. The obsession of many young girls over their appearance or weight has led to a growing number of people who have developed an eating disorder to try to deal with their lack of self-esteem or other related problems. 
Eating disorders are a serious health problem. Personal Counseling & Resources says that eating disorders “are characterized by a focus on body shape, weight, fat, food, and perfectionism and by feelings of powerlessness and low self-esteem.” Three of the most common eating disorders are anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa, and binge eating or compulsive eating disorder. According to Anorexia Nervosa and Related Eating Disorders, a person with anorexia “refuses to maintain normal body weight for age and height” and “weighs 85 percent or less than what is what is expected for age and height.” A person diagnosed with bulimia has several ways of getting rid of the calories such as binge eating, vomiting, laxative misuse, exercising, or fasting. The person might have a normal weight for their age and height unless anorexia is present. The signs of a compulsive eater include eating meals frequently, rapidly, and secretly. This person might also snack and nibble all day long. The compulsive eater tends to have a history of diet failures and may be depressed or obese. 

There are many reasons that can contribute to the cause of eating disorders. One of the main reasons seems to be the obsession over every little pound a person is wearing.  Sometimes low self-esteem or depression from any number of causes can usher in the eating disorder. Other times compulsive exercising can help shed the pounds but leave the enthused unhealthy looking. 

There are other possible causes to this widely known health problem. The media bestows a great deal of beauty and thinness on television and magazines that are viewed by many people daily. Everyone has the desire to look like the actors and actresses do but, in reality, it just will not happen for most of us. Abuse, whether it be physical, emotional, or sexual, can also contribute to the development of an eating disorder.  Such abuse to victims can leave them with a lack of trust and low self-esteem.  An unfavorable relationship a person has with others is also a contributing factor to disordered eating habits. The world is so competitive that any mention from parents, siblings, peers, significant others, or co-workers about a person’s weight or appearance can lead to the onset of an eating disorder. 

There really is no single reason that a person acquires an eating disorder.  Many factors are considered when making a diagnosis for a person with this problem. Causes like the ones mentioned above play such an important role in eating disorders. Is it really so important that in order to look like the super models people are willing to give up food and starve themselves to death for a little satisfaction on the outside? The look of a person on the inside is what really matters. 
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Essay Sample #9

Japanese society is facing its most serious threat in recent years. Japan’s birthrate keeps falling steadily. If this continues, the population will get smaller and smaller. While the number of babies is decreasing, the average Japanese life span is increasing. It is one of the longest in the world. This is a national catastrophe because there are fewer working-age people who pay into the social security system, and there will eventually be too few workers. The Japanese can no longer delay addressing the issue of its shrinking population. The only way to grow the population is by bringing babies back to Japan. Japan’s entire social structure, including families, businesses, and the government, must work together to encourage families to have babies.
In the past, many people thought raising children to be the only goal and responsibility of women. Now, Japanese women no longer seem interested solely in raising children, and society needs to accept this. Japanese women want to work, either for money or for their own interests. In fact, like many women in the world today, they would like to both work and raise children. But Japanese society is against this. Some companies, for example, even
tell women to quit working when they get married or have children. As a result, Japanese women are having fewer children or no children at all. Society should help set up ways for them both to work and to have children.
One major force in society that has the power to enable women both to work and to raise children is Japanese companies. Usually, people don’t think of a company as a force in shaping families, but this attitude should be reconsidered. Japanese companies need to recognize their role in shaping families and think more about supporting them. First, they should offer affordable child care, and the government should help them. This would allow women to have children and still have a good career. According to
my pen pal in Norway, for example, Norway has a good system of child care, where working mothers can even visit their children at lunchtime. Furthermore, in Norway, you can see a high rate of working women and a stable birthrate. The Norwegian child-care system is an appropriate example for Japan to follow.
Even though the raising of children is not an easy job or a traditional job for Japanese men, we must accept that it is partly men’s work, too. It is essential that Japanese fathers help more in the home. After all, the children are theirs, too. Also, the Japanese government and companies should set up a better system of parental leave so that both parents can care for their families. My brother-in-law, for example, didn’t take his parental leave because he thought it would hurt his career. I have heard many similar stories. It is important that fathers be able to take parental leave without threatening their jobs. In Norway, for instance, men can and do
take paternity leave without concern for their careers. Perhaps Japanese companies should consider making paternity leave a requirement so that there could be no question about its impact on one’s career. Paternity leave is important because it helps families to understand the father’s role sooner, when babies are young.
Some Japanese couples think that parenting is too expensive. It is a pity that couples have to abandon having children for economic reasons. It is the government’s job to help make child raising more affordable. Many countries’ governments are using different ways to help parents financially. These may include tax breaks or one-time payments to new parents. While it is true that many people don’t want to pay higher taxes to support other people’s children, producing the next generation of Japan is a question of our nation’s existence. Everyone, therefore, must help pay.
Increasing the birthrate is a key defense against the shrinking of Japanese society. There needs to be a balance between raising children and working. In order to find this balance, all members of Japanese society should participate in raising and paying for the cost of children. In the long run, a vibrant young population helps everyone, including companies, families, and taxpayers, in Japanese society. We had better take matters seriously for a bright Japanese future. Imagine your own old age, without any children. What would happen?
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Sample Essay #10

Education is a key element in developing the skills necessary for a successful life. Too often students are more involved earning a paycheck than spending time on their academic studies. Students need to realize that their high school classes will prepare them for a brighter future.
A high school student’s time is very limited. Homework and extra-curricular activities are time consuming  and if a student adds a job into this busy schedule, less time is devoted to their academic studies. The effects of this could be receiving lower grades or not taking challenging courses. A job would also limit the amount of time a teenager has for social activities and sports, thereby causing a withdrawal from friends and the high school community.
The job environment is not always beneficial to the student. In most cases the wages are low and the hours are long. Sometimes employers can be very demanding and schedules are not flexible. The skills being used may not be beneficial in furthering their career, and they might become comfortable with the paycheck and not strive to reach their full potential.
Money is the root of many problems associated with teenagers. A paycheck gives a student the power to purchase many commodities including cars, clothing and electronics. They may also be exposed to drugs and alcohol. Students are being introduced to a new environment and the challenge of managing their money comes into play.
Teenagers already have enough pressures and stress in their lives and they may find it difficult to juggle academics along with their work schedule. High school is a time of growth both mentally and physically. Students should focus their attention on their studies so they can one day achieve their dreams.
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