English 3201 Independent Novel Study and Research Project
Here is your opportunity to study a novel of your choice! (“Finally”, some of you might be sighing inwardly.) You may choose from the following novels for your independent novel study:
	Wintergirls
	Behind the Beautiful Flowers
	Being Henry David
	Blank Confession
	The Eternal Smile – Graphic Novel

	Face-Off
	Heist Society
	I Am Number 4
	Inferno
	Blank Confession

	Juba Good
	The Kill Switch
	Life of Pi
	Mind Games
	Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children

	North of Beautiful
	The Odyssey – Graphic Novel
	Pieces of Me
	Scorpio Races
	The Secret Life of Bees

	Trapped
	We Were Liars
	Welcome Caller, This is Chloe
	OR
	A novel of your choice from the ELA 10-12 Annotated Bibliography (check with your teacher regarding this).




Evaluation
In-Class Work:
- The first four classes will allow you to simply come in to the class, relax, and begin reading your chosen novel. Following the first two reading periods, you will be allowed to change your novel if you choose. However, after this period of time it is expected that you will keep whatever novel you selected.

· Following these four periods, it is expected that you will continue to read your novel at home or during your free time.

- Your teacher will assign you to groups based on your chosen novel selections.

· Once a week (your teacher will give you a set schedule), you will come to class having continued to read your novel. You should always have 3-5 flagged passages in your book to help focus your discussion.  Engage in informed and on-task discussions with your group members, and quietly read/take notes when not discussing the novel that revolve around completing the work below. You will be provided with literature circle sheets to fill out at this time within your group to help focus your writing.

Value: Speaking and Listening Grade – each group member will receive a group mark and an individual mark for these activities. There will be four of these speaking/listening sessions.

Individual Final Project:

You will write a paper with the following three parts:
· Part I – Critical Research Paper. You are required to write a 700-800 word research paper following MLA format. You must include at least 3 sources by reputed scholars and/or journalists. Do NOT use Wikipedia or any online sites that lack credibility. See the following link for how to provide a “Works Cited” section using www.citationmachine.net to help with your references.  MLA citations are also required.
How do you write a critical research critique on a novel?
A) Step One: Submit a one paragraph proposal outlining a societal issue in the novel that could also be researched. Keep in mind that this ‘issue’ must be one that you can research and find commentary on the topic. You then need to develop this into a research question.

Some generic societal issues (may or may not be related to your chosen novel) for you to consider, but you are not limited to: 

	Racism
	Poverty
	Gender Inequality
	Violence/War
	Coming of Age

	Religion
	Technology
	Human Nature
	Relationships
	Justice/Injustice


 OR any other global/societal issue you feel is relevant and is found within your novel.
*You have to consider these not as isolated ideas, but as larger concepts such as:
- The effect of…

- The consequences of…

- The impact of…

- The emotional/human toll…
- The responsibility of…

- OR any other concept you may wish to discuss
B) You need to develop a solid thesis. It should be analyzing some aspect of the book (see the list above), not just explaining the plot. Your thesis statement should connect your research to your research question and the novel. It should also appear in the first paragraph to help focus your research.
B) Once you have a focus, you need to research aspects of the novel that support your topic. You could find scholarly research specifically about your novel, or research historical/societal/global issues that help to support your understanding. 
C) Find quotes and ideas from this research and organize them into an outline. What points do you want to address? In what order? Which criticisms support which aspect? etc... Put your strongest points last. Unify the outline to ensure you are remaining on topic and not ‘straying off’ with ideas that do not support your thesis.
D) Then you need to find quotes from the novel that support what you are saying. Try not to just use descriptive excerpts, but lines that give some insight. Dialogue can be very telling. It is also crucial that you apply your own analysis here. The critical research will help to highlight important aspects of the novel, but you need to do a lot of work on your own.

E) In the end you want to show (not tell) why your thesis is valid, and have it well backed by critics, the text, and of course your own analysis.
- Part II – Found Poetry (20 marks). You will write 2 found poems (that is, poems written with actual chunks of lines from the novel) focusing on any of the following five elements of your novel: character(s), theme(s), and/or conflict.   Your poems must come from any TWO of the beginning, middle, and/or end of your novel. Explain what you are trying to achieve with these poems in 1-2 sentences.  Be sure to include page numbers or you will not receive any marks for this section.  Poems should be a combined total of 24 lines. 
- Part III – Personal Response (10 marks).  How does this novel relate to the real-world?  This could be connections to other literary or creative works, modern-day, issues, your life, etc.   Finally, what was the most important and/or enjoyable part of reading this novel? 250-500 words (maximum)
Total Value: 4 Grades for PowerSchool, covering all the ELA 3201 outcomes:
	Speaking and Listening Grade
	Notes, Lit Circles, Discussions during set times

	Writing and Representing (Research)
	Research Paper (max. 700-800 words)

	Reading and Viewing
	Found Poem - Marked out of 20 

	Writing and Representing
	Personal Response - Marked out of 10


Due Date for Final Project: December 17/18 (Depending on when you see your teacher)
