English 2201 Mid-Term Exam 2015
Expected Responses – Comparison Essay
Comparison Essay (20 Marks)

Content – C – 15 Marks (7.5 per pair of characters discussed)

Organization and Structure– 5 Marks (Intro, Body Paragraphs, Topic Sentences, Transitional Paragraph, Conclusion)

Also (Writing style, Voice, Diction, Spelling/Grammar)

*Organization and Structure was blended to an overall mark of 5.*
In this question, you were asked to show how two characters from each selection read this year helped to develop key characters (i.e. the main characters!) studied this year. To earn a full 7.5 marks per theme you had to do the following:

· Discuss appropriate character combinations
· Discuss an appropriate theme for the character from the list generated this year. These should have been written as statements that reflected your understandings.
· We are often blinded to the truth

· We will be held responsible for our decisions and behaviours

· Pride breeds the tyrant

· Appearance and Reality

· Good vs. Evil (within ourselves/within mankind)

· Challenging situations often bring about the true nature of an individual

· The fragility of civilization

· Ensure that the character and theme chosen were aligned

· In showing how the theme was developed, you had to show a progression of the theme and likely how the character (or situation) CHANGED, and in doing so developed that theme…you should have explained how the character was originally portrayed (i.e. Ralph was immature, care-free, naïve, etc…) and demonstrate at least TWO supports showing how this change occurred. In order to develop a theme you have to show how it progressed.
· You were also expected to connect this theme TO conflicts/situations that were occurring. As an example, it was not enough to say ‘Ralph showed the darkness of mankind because a lot of bad things happened to him’. You had to isolate and explain how the theme developed BECAUSE of the instance/event that occurred.

· As well, you had to use specific discussion points to show these themes. Many students either:

a) Told a plot summary of the novel/play

b) Described the event in detail, but then simply stated that this showed a theme without actually connecting it. This is not an analysis and could not receive full marks. 

c) Told the story of the novel and/or a character change (only) and then at the end of the paragraph simply stated it all together showed a theme. You need to organize around theme in this question.

· You could have used the following examples (as one idea) of showing appearance and reality – which students should have converted into a thematic statement that reflected their understandings:

· Ralph taking a leadership role with the conch, but his naiveity over the idea the children would listen to him and work towards building a civilized society without adults and the rules of “order”
· Ralph’s growing maturity and realization of the immaturity of the boys and the need for order (Ch. 5)

· His participation in the hunt/The killing of Simon (showing he does succumb to darkness at some points), but also his ability to accept accountability when the other boys could not and his growing awareness of the nature of people “I’m frightened of us”
· The end of the novel when he weeps for Piggy and his recognition of the evil within mankind at the hands of the naval officer and what/how this reflects his loss of innocence. 
· The same level of effort had to be found with the other theme discussed.

· If you only described events or talked about character change without the events, or if the ideas were poorly developed, you likely received a 1.5-3 (depending on level of development)

· If you spoke in very general terms, did not answer the question, or picked characters who could NOT support your ideas (i.e. the littl’uns), the most you could receive was a 1-2.

Structurally, common mistakes were (but were not limited to):

 - using " ----" for titles when they should be underlined

-Stop using first person!

- The use of "texting" language 

-vague word choice like good, bad, mad, sad....and then no elaboration

-informal transitioning (first, second, third, in conclusion)

-new paragraphs not indented

-coherence issues within/between sentences
- Use of clichés and colloquialisms (i.e. and that’s why Piggy “kicked the bucket”), (it wasn’t all rainbows and unicorns for Ralph), (Rome wasn’t built in a day), (It just wasn’t Piggy’s day)….were examples of such terms used.

- Improper Introductions/No conclusion

- No topic sentences to introduce what would be discussed.
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Multiple Choice: 

2. A

3. D

4. D

5. C
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Marked Out of 20

Average Grade = 12/20 – 60% on this section

Multiple Choice:

7. A or D

8. B

9. A

10.  C

11.  D

12.  C

13.  C

14.  B

Overall impressions of question #15 – Marked out of 6
Mark Breakdown: 2 for the identification of appropriate purpose and how repetition helped enhance this purpose

2 for each example (1 for the quote, 1 for analysis)  x2

· Overall, students did a fair job highlighting that the purpose of the last stanza was to emphasize the poem’s meaning and to re-enforce that technology is controlling the lives of the user

· Some students, however, had difficulty isolating and using precise word choice to describe this purpose. The use of vague language and writing prevented many from receiving a full two marks for purpose. Better word choice and specific points that incorporate both aspects of the poem and analysis and opinion would help students to receive full marks

· At times, quote selection was inadequate. A good discussion occurred, but there was no quote OR it did not support the statement or argument the student attempted. 

· Very few students chose to contrast the lines “so much to discover/read/write” with the ironic lines at the end about how we lost ourselves despite these limitless opportunities.

Model Response:

· 
At the end of the poem, the poet uses repetition in the form of “so much to read/so much to see/so much to discover”. There are multiple reasons for this repetition. One of the ways was to add meaning to the final line “this beautiful era of inconsistence”. This is emphasized by the contrast created by creating four consistent lines of repetition followed immediately by a line ironically discussing inconsistency. The stanza here embodies the same characteristic as people – it is consistently inconsistent. As well, the repetition reminds us of all the opportunities available to us that are waiting to be explored and discovered, but this notion is reversed we line “alas, we lost ourselves” which reminds the reader of the overall theme of the poet – that we are slaves to this new technology and this potential for discovery and adventure will not be realized as we instead wander through “Facebookian” and “Youtubean” islands, becoming instead “drenched” and saturated by social media and “robotic” commercials. 

Overall impressions of Question #16 – Marked out of 6
Mark Breakdown: 1 for a discussion of literary devices, and 2 marks for how these devices enhanced the message/theme/mood/etc…of the writer
· Overall, many 2201 students did not correctly challenge this question. As it was gone over in class multiple times, this is something that comes down to preparation, planning, and study. 

·  Many simply translated and interpreted the lines, which could not receive a grade.

· IF this interpretation/translation also happened to discuss the point the writer was highlighting through figurative language, a mark between 0.5 – 1.5 could be achieved depending on the clarity of the discussion

· There was difficulty for many, however, in how to move beyond this literal explanation. For example, in the following passage:

“My adventures are drenched/by vicious roulettes twisting/in robotic voices of commercials”

“My adventures are drenched – Metaphor, Visual Imagery
/by vicious roulettes twisting/ - Personification, Diction, Atmosphere, Mood
in robotic voices of commercials – Auditory Imagery

· Then once you have specifically identified these devices (not all, one or two is perfect) – how do they enhance the writer’s overall point? – what is the point, that depends. Does this contribute to a cynical mood, the writer’s theme, the writer’s conflict – that is for you to decide.

Model Response:


This quote uses metaphor and personification to aid the reader in understanding that technology is enslaving mankind. The poet conveys the message that we no longer are able to go out and create and find our own adventures, and that we are instead bombarded with hypnotic “robotic” voices of commericials which “drench our adventures” and dilute our sharpness, making us mindless drones who sit at our computers and mindlessly click our mouses or iphones for the next “twisting” roulette of online adventure. Words like “vicious” and “roulette” also help to demonstrate this dark theme and convey a mood of helplessness and despair for the reader, as it is unclear how humanity can actually break from this “vicious” cycle.
“Alas, we lost ourselves/Swift walkers on the edge/of this beautiful Era of Inconsistence”

“Alas, we lost ourselves – Hyperbole, Theme, Mood
Swift walkers on the edge – Metaphor, Visual Imagery
on the edge – Symbol
of this beautiful Era of Inconsistence” – Irony, Diction

· So, it is not that you “lost marks” for not selecting the best examples, it is more that you did not correctly identify what the question asked, and then had nowhere to further develop or analyze your example.

