· Dinner for Two (p. 266) – Short Story

· Topic Matter: Anxiety, Mental Illness, Alcohol, Suicide, Emotional Abuse

· Before:  

· Examine the title + visuals – what does the story seem to entail?

· Consider how dialogue and conflict shape character

· To remember from Level I what motivates character

Literary Devices:  

· Theme, dialogue, flashback, motivation, foreshadowing, conflict developing character, conflict developing theme, setting
· Possible Questions

· How does dialogue in this story help to develop Gerald’s character?

· How is foreshadowing used in this short story? Discuss its effectiveness in creating suspense for the reader.

· How does conflict develop Jenny’s character?

· How do the flashbacks in this story help to develop the character’s main conflict?

· What is a suitable theme for this story? How does conflict help us to arrive at this theme?

· What is the protagonist’s motivation in this short story?

· How does the protagonist feel about the institution of marriage and/or the role of women? Provide specific references to support your conclusion

· The author describes the setting – the 1950’s – as a time period that was oppressive towards women. Would this story have worked as well in the present day? Explain why or why not using examples to support your view.

· How is foreshadowing used in this short story? Discuss its effectiveness in creating suspense for the reader.
· How does conflict develop Jenny’s character?
· What is a suitable theme for this story? How does conflict help us to arrive at this theme?
· What is the protagonist’s motivation in this short story?

Journal Entry: 
· The author describes the setting – the 1950’s – as a time period that was oppressive towards women. Would this story have worked as well in the present day? Explain why or why not using examples to support your view.
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