English 1201: Short Story

“Ashes” and “Beyond Pastel” 
Part A:

Pre-reading: Look at the visuals on p.30 and 34. Using evidence from these images, make jot notes in the following table. 

	Time
	Place
	Circumstances

	
	
	


Using the notes you have made in the above table, state the atmosphere that is being created in these photographs. 

Atmosphere is: ________________________________________________________________________
This atmosphere is created by:____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Predict what this story may be about using clues from the title and the atmosphere created in the visual.

Prediction:  ___________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part B:
Answer the following questions in your exercise book. 

1. What is the protagonist’s motivation for acting the way that she did? Use two references to support your answer. 

2. What is the antagonist’s motivation for acting the way that he did? Use two references to support your answer. 

3. Discuss, with TWO specific references to the text, how suspense is created. 

4. Discuss the symbolic significance of the title “Ashes” with TWO specific references to the text. 

5. Discuss a time when you felt internal conflicted as a result of the actions/behavior of someone close to you (parent, guardian, friend, etc.). Compare this experience to Ashley’s experiences with her father. Do you feel sympathy, empathy, or apathy for her? Explain. 

Part  C:
After reading “Beyond Pastel”, answer the following questions. 

1. Compare “Ashes” and “Beyond Pastel”. Consider the theme and mood of both texts and how both authors created strong characters and sympathy for those characters. 

2. Discuss, with THREE references to the poem, the symbolic significance of color. Use the title to help with your discussion. 

3. Choose TWO images from the poem and suggest why they are particularly effective. 

