Analytical Essay Sample Questions

Prose
1. English 3201 Public Exam June 2004 carefully read the prose section titled "Dirty Work" by Robert Fulgram. At the end of the selection the narrator states, “Being an adult is dirty work. But someone has to do it.”  Write an essay where you analyze the truth of the statement.  In your analysis you may consider text features, tone and anecdote.

2. English 3201 Public Exam August 2004 carefully read the prose section titled, “The Chronicles of the World’s Worst Used-Car Salesman” by Lawrence Donegan.  Then write an essay where you discuss the author’s development of the narrator as a good sales man.  In your analysis you may consider dialogue, character’s actions and tone.

3. English 3201 Public Exam June 2005 carefully read the prose section titled, “My Mother, My Rival” an edited excerpt by Mariah Burton Nelson from "What better way to get to know someone than to test your abilities together, to be daring and sweaty and exhausted together?” Then write an essay where you discuss the development of the relationship between the mother and daughter. In your analysis you may consider anecdote, diction and point of view.

4. English 3201 Public Exam August 2005 carefully read the prose section titled, “A Most Welcome Exoneration from Negative Stereotyping” by Harry Bruce.  Then write an essay where you discuss the author’s purpose in writing this piece. In your analysis you may consider metaphor, specific details and quotes.

5. English 3201 Public Exam June 2006 carefully read the prose section titled, “Excavating Rachel’s Room” by Robert James Waller.  Then write an essay where you discuss the transformation that the main characters undergo. In your analysis you may consider special (logical) order, coherence, imagery, detail, diction, mood change.

6. English 3201 Public Exam August 2006 carefully read the prose section titled, “A New Perspective” by Janice E. Fein.  Then write an essay where you discuss how the author develops the new perspective of the narrator.  In you analysis you may consider diction, imagery, conflict and point of view.

7. English 3201 Public Exam June 2007 carefully read the prose section titled, “Slave Castles and a Chosen Land” by Audrey Thomas.  Then write an essay where you discuss how this piece illustrates how ones choices affect yourself and the lives of others. In your analysis you may consider temporal reference, figurative language, diction, and dialogue.

8. English 3201 Public Exam August 2007 carefully read the prose section titled, “Litter of the Law” by J. Douglas Burt.  Then write an essay where you discuss the development of stereotypes in the narrative. In your analysis you may consider humor, suspense, characterization, and diction.

9. English 3201 Public Exam June 2008 carefully read the prose section titled, “GOING HOME” by Clare Disalvo.  The write an essay where you analyze how the author reveals the character of the narrator. In your analysis you may consider the characters thoughts, actions and conflict.
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Look at the ad produced by the Salvation Army carefully.  Then write an essay where you discuss mood (What the ad is trying to get you to do).  In your analysis you may consider setting, emotional appeal and characterization.

Video

Ted Talks 

Sam Berns
My philosophy for a happy life

View the video.  Then write an essay where you analyze the development of a philosophy of life.  In your analysis you may consider anecdote, conflict and tone.

Songs

Listen to the song, “100 years” by Five For Fighting.  Then write an essay where you identify and analyze the development of theme.  You may wish to consider repetition, chronological order and diction.

