Version 1

For the listening component of your quiz, your questions were marked on whether or not they SPECIFICALLY answered what the question was asking you to do.

Question #1 – Acceptable Responses (Any 2 observations)

· The fact that Thebes is in dire straits (one specific example from passage)
· That Oedipus has also seen it – and can help
· They request his help – believe him to be able to solve the crisis
· To realize this is before Creon has returned with the prophecy (you do not need to mention this, but should not be discussing it)
Question #2 – Acceptable Responses

· Demonstrates his hamartia (tragic flaw) of hubris. Arrogance would also be suitable.
· Shows his arrogance and stubborn nature
· A quote/paraphrase from where Oedipus shows this mocking nature
· You could not receive a grade if you stated how he acted as opposed to providing an actual character trait

Question #3 – Acceptable Responses (Any 2 observations)

· Shows agony/remorse (piety at least demands)

· Is acknowledging the prophecy has come true
· Is acknowledging that he is wrong/has sinned/should be taken away to protect Thebes

· Is a juxtaposition to earlier in the play when the people of Thebes reach for him. Here, they are repulsed and pull away from their disgraced king. 

· The catharsis/cathartic moment
· Is a contrast here to Creon 
Question #4 – Acceptable Responses 

· To get full marks, you had to address the theme of blindness in this play, while also having a quick discussion regarding “his damnation” in relation to the prompt

· Many people simply wrote the thematic statement which is fair enough...but never actually responded to the quote prompt. As in, you said the same thing you might have written if there never was a quote at all!

· Blindness symbolizes Oedipus’ inability to see the truth of his past which led directly to his tragic downfall 
· A paraphrase/quote from Teiresias’ quote is expected
· Inability to see beyond his own own personal “truth” (or his ignorance)  to see the real truth

· Ironically, it takes Oedipus blinding himself (literally) to finally understand his past

· Note: Blindness does not symbolize irony. It definitely is ironic....and symbolic, but you need to separate these terms and discuss independently.

