

Introduction
John Knowles’  novel A Separate Peace is the story of Gene Forrester who struggles to come to grips with the guilt over his role in a traumatic event from his childhood. The novel, told as a flashback by an adult Gene, looks back on his friendship with a private school classmate and Gene’s destructive feelings of jealousy, fear, and anger.

Part A: Journal Component of Assignment
Using the events from the book, trace the journey by which Gene comes to grips with his true feelings about what happened. In your journal:
• Identify at least 2 significant events experienced in the first four chapters

• Identify at least 6 significant events experienced after chapter four
• Explain the conflict he wrestles with throughout the course of his journey

• Analyze what he learns about himself by the end of the novel
The object of this journal is to take detailed notes that connect the major events of the novel and his reactions to them/interpretations about them with the perspective he’s gained as an adult. 
You may choose to write this as one multi-paragraphed entry with quotes and details and your personal understanding of them OR as a series of smaller entries per chapter. Either way, this should be something you are constantly updating, adding to, and reviewing during class time.

You need to decide upon the states or steps of his development which make up his journey and determine what he eventually learns by the end of the novel. It is imperative that passages and analysis from the book’s final chapter are used to illustrate the final stage of his growth.
Part B: Analytical Essay Component of Assignment

Using your journal entry as a guide, you are asked to write TWO analytical essays (of the three provided) for this project. They are taken directly from the sample analytical prompts page for your public exam and adapted for this novel. (http://www.ed.gov.nl.ca/edu/k12/evaluation/english3201/Section7-Sample_Analytical_ Essay_Prompts.pdf). 
All students WILL be required to write analytical question #1. 
These essays will be due at different points of the novel’s progression. You will have the option of writing the questions at home in preparation of each due date OR to write an in-class evaluation if you do not submit the work. Due dates will be forthcoming as we work our way into this novel
	Analytical Question #1

Carefully consider the novel’s content from Chapters 1 to 5. Write an essay where you analyze how the author reveals the character of Gene. In your analysis, you may consider foreshadowing, irony, and dialogue.

	Analytical Question #2

Consider chapter 11 from A Separate Peace. Write an essay where you analyze the development of atmosphere. In your analysis, you may consider imagery, setting, and diction.

	Analytical Question #3

Consider chapters 12 and 13 from A Separate Peace. Write an essay where you analyze Gene’s recognition of self. In your essay you may consider epiphany, symbol, and the character of Finny.


Structure
You might want to think of a five-paragraph structure, but because of the length requirements, you may need to expand on that to adequately explore your topic.
Intro: This should include an introduction of title and author, synopsis, question identification, and a thesis. It should clearly lay out what you are going to discuss in your essay.

Body: Provide analysis and supporting evidence. Mention several key events or moments from the novel that satisfy what the question asks. Include at least three carefully chosen quotes in each essay and connect to larger ideas from the novel. 
Conclusion: Finalize your argument with final thoughts related to the question’s prompt and/or your interpretation of it.
.

