A Separate Peace -- Analytical Essay Guide
This unit requires you to write TWO analytical essays, either as out-of-class assignments OR as in-class tests. In order to successfully challenge this question and earn a grade that reflects your understanding of the novel (and also in preparing for your public exam), you must do the following:

a) Understand what the question asks and how to challenge it. As with your mid-term and your public, this question asks you to demonstrate your understanding of some aspect of the novel/essay/poem/etc… (in this case the development/growing understanding of Gene’s character) THROUGH the use of three methods/literary devices/elements/themes/ etc… 

Therefore, be sure you are using the requested three elements/devices (foreshadowing, irony, dialogue) to show the development of Gene’s character – rather than trying to prove, for example, that the foreshadowing you’ve quoted is in fact, foreshadowing.

You have flexibility in how you choose to answer the question. You have to show the development of character, but are not limited to the three elements/devices discussed. You could use any devices or methods you think would make for a stronger discussion. Other possibilities: minor characters, repetition, conflict, a given theme, symbol, epiphany, point of view. There are others which could also be discussed.

b) Build your question thoughtfully. English analytical writing is similar to math in that it is a skill you improve through practice. You cannot study an analytical essay. Re-reading the novel or just viewing the notes on the ELA department website can be helpful for content, but likely not for your writing approach. ANY strong analytical essay must possess the following characteristics:

i) A strong introduction. This should be between 5-8 sentences (may vary slightly depending on writing style). It should include a mention of the novel and author, an overview of the novel, a brief synopsis, identification of what the question asks, and a thesis statement which lets the reader know what methods/devices you will develop. Given the way this question is asked, you should also (here) let the reader know how the character has changed in that overview – the personality traits perhaps? – without giving away the details of how that change specifically occurred. You will demonstrate that in the body paragraphs to follow.
ii) To not use first person writing (I, We, Us, etc…), clichés, colloquialisms, or any other informal language that distracts from the overall tone/flow/message of your writing piece.
iii) To have strong topic sentences that open each paragraph. Each paragraph should identify what you will be talking about IN the body of the paragraph. This is a much more effective approach than summarizing the novel and making a general statement at the end of the paragraph.

iv) To use effective language – diction – in place of vague/general language. If you are unsure, write your essay at home. Underline the words that you feel are general and then use a thesaurus to find strong replacements. If you are still unsure, bring it to your ELA teacher for discussion before the due date of the essay.

v) To use key quotes or specific examples that aid in the development of your answer. There is such a thing as a great quote (or poor quote) selection. Find quotes which answer what the question asks. In this case, find specific quotes or passages that give us insight into Gene’s character identification/transformation/development.

c) To understand the novel (or whatever piece you are being asked to analyze) and that you are active participants in the class discussion (i.e. taking notes, highlighting, discussing, sharing notes with peers). Passive learning (taking no notes, no materials, no text, sitting quietly but otherwise not actually ‘learning’ what is being taught) will not help you improve your writing. The key is not to simply listen when a passage is being read to you – the skill is in actively listening for the analysis/key quotes/ideas that will help you to generate a strong answer.

Putting discussion into practice
	Introduction: Include the author, title, a brief overview about the work in one sentence. A synopsis (1-3 sentences) of what you’ve learned so far. Identify what the question asks. Provide a specific thesis statement.


	Body Paragraph 1: Provide a topic sentence first. It should connect (A – which of the above methods in your thesis will be shown) and (B – the point about Gene you will be making)

Here, you need some context. What is context? Google defines it as “the circumstances that form the setting for an event, statement, or idea, and in terms of which it can be fully understood and assessed.” So in other words…before you get to the quote, you must show what has led up to this significant moment/idea/etc.

So, (a) provide the topic sentence. Then (b) provide some context. Then….(c) a quote (or two) or strong paraphrasing. Then (d) you also must analyze its effect. Effectiveness? It answers the question “so what have we learned here? How has this method helped to prove/enhance/support your original point (remember: this is a question about Gene’s character – not a question about irony, dialogue, or foreshadowing. You’re using those as a platform/method the author has used to talk about Gene’s character.

Then, depending on what you have written – you may decide you have sufficiently proven your point OR that you need another quote or example. The method or device you choose will likely impact whether a further quote or support is necessary. 

If you were to discuss foreshadowing or conflict, you generally (it always depends on a person’s writing style and the way the paragraph was built) need at least two supports to in fact prove its importance in developing Gene’s character. Why? Because a literary element such as conflict or foreshadowing (or theme, imagery, or many others) are progressive. They occur and develop throughout a novel or story. So one isolated example likely would not be able to prove a character’s development. 

On the other hand, a device such as repetition (or irony, dialogue, epiphany, and many others) can be found in one place in one paragraph (or over the course of several paragraphs) and are more isolated devices to prove a single developing incident. Therefore, (and always depending on the way it is written) one quote would likely be sufficient to analyze a trait. If you feel one example was not sufficient in your analysis – you should provide a second. 

Body Paragraph 2: See above. Exactly the same except you are proving a different method or device. Remember as well, that all three methods/elements/devices could be used to prove the same character change/development or different changes. Just make sure the arguments you make are logical. 

Body Paragraph 3: Here, similar to your persuasive essay way back in Grade 9, you should place your strongest point. You always want to leave the reader remembering what you said – and a person is most likely to remember the final discussion point you made. See above for the way this should be organized.


	Conclusion: The conclusion should:  Be more than one or two sentences. Should re-state the thesis (hopefully not in the exact same way mentioned in the introduction. Say something compelling or interesting to finish the writing piece. Perhaps include a perceptive observation you’ve made. This is something you can have planned before you ever challenge the test.


	So, as a final reminder…the question asks you to develop your understanding of Gene’s character 

You must show how this character (because that is the question) is developed through three devices or elements or methods. So a body paragraph for each. 

You must always tie the element/method/device BACK to the original question. 

In making these connections you must find/use suitable quotes (or paraphrased ideas) and in your analysis discuss how the device (for example irony) is developing Gene’s character in some regard (for example: what trait/characteristic is being developed/what you’ve learned, what he learns about himself, etc…).




