ELA 3201 Exemplar Exam

Section A: SIGHT PASSAGES Value (50%)


  Suggested Time: 60 minutes

Part I: (Visual) — ISCM: International Society of Catastrophe Managers
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1. What is the focal point of this visual?

a. The arms

b. The hands on the planet

c. The pottery wheel

d. The web address
2. The medium for this visual is:

a. Advertisement

b. Black

c. Painting

d. Photograph
3. The lines in this visual suggest:

a. Grief

b. Movement

c. Serenity

d. Youth

4. The logo for ISCM is emphasized through the use of:

a. Diction

b. Font

c. Line

d. Shading
5. Which word best reflects the placement of the logo and of the web address?

a. Background

b. Balanced

c. Dynamic

d. Medium
6. What is the message of this visual? Provide specific examples from the visual to support how that message is conveyed. (6%)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Part II: (Prose) — “The Bleakest Day” by Rex Murphy                                         (Value: 18%)
Read the prose selection and answer all of the questions that follow.
The Bleakest Day by Rex Murphy
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	Newfoundlanders are as exuberant as everyone else about Canada Day, but, in my province, it has been an abiding irony since we joined the Confederation that the national birthday coincides with the bleakest day on the entire calendar of Newfoundland history.

That’s a large claim to make. Newfoundland history is streaked with calamity and loss of life. Those who have any familiarity with the long, sad course of the contentious seal hunt are aware that its pursuit has been scarred all too frequently with appalling catastrophes. Indeed, it was on the very eve of the First World War that seventy-eight sealers from the SS Newfoundland were caught away from their ship in a savage storm on the northeast coast and died a gruesome death.

Outport existence and fishing on the wild waters of the North Atlantic were always a wedding with danger and peril. How many, over the generations, went out in the morning not to return at the end of the day is probably impossible to tell. It is enough merely to note that Newfoundlanders are not unacquainted with grief.

Modern times are no different. The boon of offshore oil had a terrible inauguration with the Ocean Ranger disaster. On February 15, 1982, under the assault of 100-mile-an-hour winds and massive waves, the Ocean Ranger went down, and all her eighty-four-member crew with her. I remember that day. Newfoundland is a small place. It blackened the entire province, as everyone seemed to have some connection—family, neighbour, friend—with one of the lost.

Grief strikes hard in a concentrated space; it echoes longer in the common memory. For every rollicking ballad of the likes of “We’ll Rant and We’ll Roar Like True Newfoundlanders,” a song intoxicated with the delight Newfoundlanders take in the rough, wild place we call home, there is another pitched in a minor key.

There is an undertone of keening* in all Newfoundland history. That keening was never sharper than after the morning, ninety years ago today, when the 801 members of the Newfoundland Regiment left their trenches and went “over the top” toward the German lines at Beaumont Hamel. So many, and so young, they went to their death or maiming. Of those 801, only sixty-eight were present for roll call the next day. For the Newfoundland Regiment, for the Newfoundlanders back home, it was, to summon up a biblical name, Aceldama, the field of blood.

If Newfoundland, in terms of population, is a small place now, it was an even smaller place then. The young men of Beaumont Hamel (we would surely call many of them boys today) had come from every corner of the country (as then it was). Not an outport nor a town but sent someone, not a family hardly but was to bear the terrible cross of a favourite they were never to see again.
They had gone with that mix of motives with which young men have always gone to war. Adventure beckoned some, escape from the too-familiar others; honest fealty* to “King and Country,” which probably seems a little outré* today, likely spoke in some measure to all.

But it surely ripped the heart of all of Newfoundland that, in the very first minutes of the great Battle of the Somme (in less than half an hour, they knew doom was upon them), on a perfect summer day, so many of her sons in that battalion, nearly all, were dead or mangled. The Newfoundland Regiment fell under a brutal hammer stroke of concentrated machine-gun fire, mortar and sniping. They were, for that time, alone on the field. The Essex Regiment, which was to have simultaneously advanced, in the confusions of that morning, had not.

It was the most brutal day in Newfoundland history.

The regiment received the honorific of “Royal” from King George himself, the only such designation that was awarded during the entire war. But for me, the most affecting memorial comes not from the ceremonial designation—the Royal Newfoundland Regiment—or even from the carefully tended battlefield, which today will host the first return of the regiment as a unit since that awful day ninety years ago, but from the words frequently cited of some of the wounded survivors of that terrible morning: “Is the Colonel pleased? Is the Colonel satisfied?”

There is a ferocious loyalty in those words. And a ferocious innocence as well. They are empty of every cynicism.


Vocabulary:  
Keening: Mourning, Grieving              Fealty: Loyalty, Duty                     Outré: Eccentric, Strange
7. In paragraph 3, Murphy states: “Outport existence and fishing on the wild waters of the North Atlantic were always a wedding with danger and peril.” This sentence makes use of:

a. Apostrophe

b. Archetype

c. Metaphor

d. Simile
8.     In paragraph 9, Murphy states “… so many of her sons…” In this sentence, her refers to:

a. A Newfoundland mother

b. Mrs. Murphy

c. Newfoundland

d. Queen Elizabeth

9.   In paragraph 5, what is the poetic device used by Murphy when writes: “We’ll Rant and We’ll Roar Like True Newfoundlanders,” a song intoxicated with the delight Newfoundlanders take in the rough, wild place we call home…”?
a. Allusion

b. Hyperbole

c. Personification

d. Simile

10. The purpose of a single sentence in paragraph 10 is:

a. Coherence

b. Emphasis

c. Parallel Structure
d. Unity
11.  In paragraph 7, Murphy states: “... not a family hardly but was to bear the terrible cross of a favourite they were never to see again.” The use of the word “cross” is an example of: 
a. Allusion

b. Apostrophe

c. Metaphor
d. Mood
12. With specific references to the essay, explain two different techniques Murphy uses to make this essay coherent. (6%)
13. With specific references to the essay, discuss the effectiveness of the final paragraph. (6%)
14. Who is the intended audience? Support with a reference from the text to support your understanding 
___________________________________________________________________________
Section B: ANALYTICAL Study = 33%
(Suggested time: 60 minutes)
15.  Rex Murphy describes Gooseberry Cove as a place of “tranquility” in his “A Cove of Inner 

16. Peace on Newfoundland’s Cape Shore.”  Write an essay where you analyze how Murphy 

captures this “tranquility.”  In your analysis, you may consider the writer’s use of emphasis, 

diction and imagery.
You will be graded using the public exam analytical marking scheme, as discussed in class,
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Section C: LISTENING EXAM = 17%
(Suggested time: 40 minutes)
See other handout.
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