
ELA 2201 Short Story Unit Workbook

Name: ______________________________
You can use any story a MAXIMUM of three times for this work (excluding section A).

Section A – Literal Meaning






Literal meanings are important for helping understand the essentials of a story. As you continue through this unit, use your completed literal meanings to help remember the plot of the story.

Literal meanings should be:

· Chronological

· In paragraph form

· Between 100 and 150 words

· Condensed to include only the main points of the story

· Without quotes/inferences
Using these guidelines, write a literal meaning for each of the assigned stories. (3 Marks Each)
Story #1: “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant (Views and Viewpoints, p. 322)

Story #2: “The Story of an Hour” (pdf handout)
Story #3: “Dinner for Two” by Zayd Khraishi (Views and Viewpoints, p. 266)

Story #4: “Status: Missing” by Cherie Dimaline (Views and Viewpoints, p. 348)
Story #5: Baby Love by Kathy Stinson (Views and Viewpoints, p. 351)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Section B – Constructed Response Questions





*HINT* When you see the words effective, significant, important, or function in a question, remember that they are signal words. You must link the given literary term to another literary term. (ex. Rhyme scheme is effective because it helps build mood.)

Point of View – Choose any 3 short stories studied to discuss this section. (5 marks each)

Identify the point of view used in the story. Explain how the author’s choice in point of view was effective in creating, building or revealing another literary device (ex. tone, theme, humour, character).

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Irony  – Choose any 3 short stories studied to discuss this section (5 marks each)

Identify an example of irony in the story. Explain how it functions within the story (remember: it functions to help character, humour, theme, conflict, etc.)

Symbolism  – Choose any 3 short stories studied to discuss this section (5 marks each)

Identify an example of symbolism within the story and discuss its use. Explain the symbol’s significance in the story. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Section C –  Analytical Essay Writing







Analytical essays are judged for content as well as organization, basic grammar, style, and mechanics. 

Refer to any TWO short stories in this unit. Discuss one short story in relation to each prompt (2 analytical essays in total)
(A) Authors use conflict to help illuminate their message about society.

AND
(B) Challenging situations often bring out the best or worst in a character.
Section D – Personal Response








In a well-constructed multi-paragraph response, discuss the following:

“The more one judges, the less one loves.”
· How does this statement apply to two characters studied in this unit?

· How does the statement apply to you?

· What do these revelations reveal about society? What are the implications for society as a whole?


