2201 Analytical Essay Terms

You need to be familiar with all the following terms for the June 2015 final exam. You could be asked to define, answer, apply, incorporate and/or critically respond to questions with any of them.
    TERM
               DEFINITION


                     EXAMPLE or EXPLANATION
	Allegory
	A story/poem with a hidden meaning or message, or a moral
	The Three Little Pigs. What is the moral of the story?

	Allusion
	the author refers to a subject matter such as a place, event, or literary work 
	It’s no wonder everyone refers to Mary as another Mother Teresa in the making; she loves to help and care after people everywhere

	Analogy
	a comparison between two things sharing some similar qualities, usually for the purpose of explanation or clarification
	comparing a computer to a human brain

	Anecdote
	a brief story or account of a single incident. Relates to the subject matter in some way.


	if a group of students are discussing pets, and one student tells a story about how her cat comes downstairs at only a certain time of the night

	Conflict
	A struggle between two opposing forces
	Internal, external and interpersonal

On an analytical response, you may need to show how conflict develops a character or theme 

	Diction
	Author’s choice of words
	Note: Always use a direct quotes when giving examples

	Emphasis
	To draw attention to a particular word, phrase or idea
	Review essay notes

	Epiphany
	Sudden realization or awareness
	The main character finally figures out what other characters/reader may have known.

	Figurative Language
	The literary devices used to write prose and poetry.
	Review short story/poetry terms (i.e. metaphor, simile, personification, etc…). Creates imagery

	Flashback
	A scene in a novel set at an earlier time than the main story, to provide background information
	

	Foreshadowing
	Warning or indication of a future event
	

	Imagery
	Words/Language that appeals to the five senses
	A description of warm cookies may make your mouth water (sense of taste)

	Irony (Situational)
Review notes for Dramatic and Verbal 
	When the opposite of what is said/expected happens
	The biggest dog in the UK is called Tiny.

	Juxtaposition
	Two things placed close together to show contrast
	Placing Simon and Jack’s character side-by-side in paragraphs in Lord of the Flies

	Language Style
	The way an author writes, the type of language he uses
	Jargon: special words related to a specific group. Ex. Doctors speak in medical jargon

Colloquialism: Informal word/phase shared by a group of people. Ex. What are ya at?

Dialect: language specific to a location/group of people

Euphemism: A ‘gentler’ way to say the same thing. You can be fired, or “let go.”

Slang: Informal language

	Literary Devices
	a technique a writer uses to produce a special effect in their writing.
	

	Methods of Development
	How an author of an essay organizes their essay
	Study Methods of Development in the essay notes

	Message (Purpose, Thesis)
	The intent of the essay. What is seeks to prove or show
	To educate, inspire, motivate, criticize, etc…

	Mood
	The feeling the reader gets as their read a piece of literature
	Mood is how YOU feel, associated with diction

	Paradox
	A statement that seems absurd/contradictory, but is true
	From Romeo and Juliet: “My only love sprung from my only hate.”

	Point of View
	Perspective from which a story is told
	1st, 3rd limited, 3rd omniscient

	Relationships; consequences, decisions
	The connections we have with others; the results of our decisions; the choices we make
	

	Satire
	Use of humor to make fun of something
	

	Stereotypes, bias
	Believe that certain characteristics apply to a group; a leaning toward or against a particular group 
	Teenagers just want to sleep all day; Girls always do better in English than boys

	Subplot
	A secondary plot in a story
	

	Suspense
	Feeling of anxiety, curiosity or excitement about something about to happen
	Suspense builds with the rising action and is resolved with the climax

	Symbol
	Something that represents something else
	In Lord of the Flies, the conch was a symbol of civility

	Theme
	The main idea or lesson of a piece of literature
	One theme in Oedipus is “how challenging moments reveal our true nature”

	Tone
	The author’s feelings attitudes conveyed by their thoughts and words
	Linked with diction, topic matter, literary devices, etc…

	Unity, Coherence, Emphasis, Target Audience, etc
	Terms for the Essay Unit
	Review terms and notes

	Voice
	Individual writing styles of an author, or characteristic styles of a narrator
	How does ‘voice’ in a piece of writing become apparent? Sentence structure, dialect, formal/informal language, emphasis, diction, organization of essay, etc….


***Below prompts are possible questions that can be adapted to various selections.  Elements/devices can be changed in accordance to the specific text on the exam.***

1. Decisions often have far-reaching consequences. Using ONE of the following, show how this theme is developed: 

a) conflict, 

b) relationships with others 

c) character development.

(Note that any thematic statement [as shown above] could be used in placed of the ‘far-reaching consequences discussion)

2. Analyze how a character’s response to conflict reveals his/her true nature. 

3. Writer’s often develop characters through a variety of literary techniques.  Discuss how tone, word choice, and dialogue develops the character in the prose piece.

4. In the piece, “***” examine how imagery is used effectively to create mood, stereotype, suspense

5. Identify the message of the piece and discuss how it is developed through the use of any three of the following.

a) Informal language style

b) Symbolism

c) Irony 

d) Flashback

e) Point of view 

(Note that any literary/figurative/emphatic device could be used in place of the five listed in the sample prompt)

